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DISPLAY AT PIRTON HALL NURSING HOME

SUNDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER 1996

It was with more than the usual nerves that we arrived at Pirton
Hall on Sunday afternoon, as we knew that the Anglia TV News
cameraman would be there to film us in action!

The two members of the film crew had already arrived when we
went into the house to check on the arrangements.

The weather was kind, if a little blustery, but not too cold for
the most infirm of the residents to be wheeled out, wrapped in
their multi-coloured rugs, to watch the proceedings.

We had been told that they wanted to show us changing into our
costumes! Fortunately this only meant filming last minute
adjustments to berets, headscarves and sashes, etc. We weren’t
sure if the sound was being recorded or not!

once ready, we all trooped out in our Basque outfits to the
display area, to start with Rav Brachot. We tried to stretch
our circle round a colourful flowerbed with a statue in the
centre but this proved to be impossible as there were not
enough of us to go round!

So we danced in-between the flowerbeds, trying to avoid rabbit
holes in the lawn (after waiting while a bi-plane circled round
several times, the pilot obviously interested in what we and the
film crew were doing there).

We had to dance Rav Brachot 2 or 3 times while the cameramen got
various angles, from inside and outside the circle, with

close-ups of faces and feet!

The programme then continued more or less to plan, with some
dancers on the patio where the residents could see us, and one
group on the lawn for the benefit of the cameramen. They had
planned to film only two dances, but they added shots of some of

the others as well.

One set of dancers had to do a quick change into German costume
for Kreuz while we did Vi David as a join-in, and they had to
dance Kreuz twice on the grass in quick succession!

Dances included Parson’s Farewell, Balecito, Sansvareel, Jiana
and Makil Tiki.



After we had taken almost an hour to dance just over half the
programme (the whole display was supposed to be half an hour),
Jill decided to cut the programme short, and went to the last
dance, Walenki. This was another Jjoin-in, and the oldest
resident, a very active almost 90-year-old lady, decided she
would have a go. She will probably be the star of the show when
the News goes out, as she attracted much attention from the film
crew.

Everyone enjoyed the afternoon, and the staff laid on plenty of
punch to keep us (and the wasps) going, followed by a lovely
barbecue to round off the event.
!
F%uktb.
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BEGINNERS PLUS

for Newcoméls. ZFlore experienced
dancers &lso welcone. Instructon for

& coaple dances.
| Wo partners (or

previous agpcrj‘ﬂ”‘)
ECESSETY "

T/\/H )
&Ul]ﬂazfﬂoa&z :

R8 September) | 2 Regents Parg o 7

730 -10.30 pm Camden NW 7
- Firhe : Camden 7ongy. Bus: R74

BAND: Jacobs | adder

FOR MORE INFORMATION RING CASPAR CRONK , 0181 340 4683
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- @ NEWSLETTER No. 14

Oct. 1996

Rainmakers is a club that exists to enjoy folkdancing from all over the world.

We meet most Fridays in St. Michael's Church Hall, Letchworth, Hertfordshire, at 20.00

hrs.

For further information contact: Mark (Chairman) 01462 454210

or Curle (Sec.) 01462 490071
RAINMAKERS EVENTS
"'Sat. 36th Oct. 19.00-23.00 | Rainmakers Anniversary Dance Entry £5.00
i hrs : at Ickleford Village Hall, with Jill & Cloudburst.
! Wearcostume, bring food ordrink. ..
Sat. 2nd Nov. 11.00 - 16.00 i Workshop with Janet Woolbar at Letchworth
hrs Methodist Church Hall
Sun. 1st Dec. 19.00 - Rainmakers are hosting SIFD Dance
22.00hrs
Fri. 6th Dec. 20.00-22.00 : Rainmakers AGM followed by dancing.
i hrs
Fri. 13th Dec. 20.00 - Rainmakers Christmas Party
23.00hrs '
Fri. 27th Dec. NO MEETING




OTHER EVENTS

Mon. 21st Oct. 20.00 - 23.00hrs En Bouge at London Welsh Centre, 157 Grays Inn road ,
Trad. French dance, live music.

Sat. 2nd Nov. 19.30 - 23.00hrs Roundabouters Dance at Barnwell School, Stevenage,
Brian Jones and Wild Thyme.

Sun. 3rd Nov. 19.00 - 22.00hrs SIFD dance at CSH.

Sat. 16th Nov. 19.30 - 23.00hrs Fine Companions dance at Addison Centre, Bedford,
Lorna Coulson and Great Bear Band.

Mon. 18th Nov. 20.00 - 23.00hrs En Bouge at London Welsh Centre, 157 Grays Inn road ,
Trad. French dance, live music.

Sat.30th Nov. 20.00 hrs Traditional French Dance at CSH live music.

Sat. 7th Dec. 19.30 - 23.00hrs Staplers Christmas Dance at the Free Church Hall,
Letchworth, Colin Hume and Wild Thyme.

Sat. 14th Dec. 19.30hrs Welwyn Garden City Christmas Dance at Welwyn Civic
Centre, Mark Elvins and the Ivel Valley Band

Sat. 4th Jan. 19.30hrs Roundabouters New Year Dance at Weston Village Hall,
Steve Gough and Ivel Valley Band,

FAME AT LAST?

t was with more than the usual nerves that we arrived at Pirton Hall Nursing Home on Sunday
afternoon (8th September 1996), as we knew that the Anglia TV News cameraman would be
there to film us in action!

The two members of the film crew had already arrived when we went into the house to check
on the arrangements.

The weather was kind, if a little blustery, but not too cold for the most infirm of the residents
to be wheeled out, wrapped in their multi-coloured rugs, to watch the proceedings.

We had been told that they wanted to show us changing into our costumes! Fortunately this
only meant filming last minute adjustments to berets, headscarves and sashes, etc. We
weren't sure if the sound was being recorded or not!

Once ready, we all trooped out in our Basque outfits to the display area, to start with Rav
Brachot. We tried to stretch our circle round a colourful flowerbed with a statue in the centre
but this proved to be impossible as there were not enough of us to go round!

So we danced in-between the flowerbeds, trying to avoid rabbit holes in the lawn (after
waiting while a bi-plane circled round several times, the pilot obviously interested in what we
and the film crew were doing there).

We had to dance Rav Brachot 2 or 3 times while the cameramen got various angles, from
inside and outside the circle, with close-ups of faces and feet!

The programme then continued more or less to plan, with some dancers on the patio where
the residents could see us, and one group on the lawn for the benefit of the cameramen.
They had planned to film only two dances, but they added shots of some of the others as
well.

One set of dancers had to do a quick change Into German costume for Kreuz Kdenig while
we did Ve David as a join-in, and then they had to dance Kreuz twice on the grass In quick
successionl



Dances included Parson's Farewell, Balecito, Sansvareel, Jlana and Makil Tiki (apologies for
any mis-spelling).

After we had taken almost an hour to dance Just over half the programme (the whole display
was supposed to be half an hour), Jill decided to cut the programme short, and went to the
last dance, Walenki. This was another join-in, and the oldest resident, a very active almost
90-year-old lady, decided she would have a go. She will probably be the star of the show
when the News goes out, as she attracted much attention from the film crew.

Everyone enjoyed the afternoon, and the staff laid on plenty of punch to keep us (and the
wasps) going, followed by a lovely barbecue to round off the event.

Following the display on the Sunday, we then had the rehearsal for the display on the next
Friday (the 13th!). Anglia wanted to show us practising in the Club before doing a display,
and this was the only way they could achieve this.

The producer, Linda Fairbrother, came along with the cameraman, Gary, who had already
. seen us at Pirton.

Linda wanted to learn a simple dance, so she could be flimed dancing with us - so we went

. through Mayim Mayim over, and over, again! (phew!). They then filmed some of the other
dances, Including Branle de Connay, and showed Jill going through Kreuz Kdenig with the
display group as if they were rehearsing it.

Later they |ntenrlewled some of the members.

‘They stayed most of the evening, and said they had enjoyed spending the time with us. Now
we wait for the programme to be screened!

Patti

FISH CATAPLANA

f you've visited the Algarve in Portugal you may be familiar with the cataplana. The cataplana
is ,in fact, a cooking vessel rather like two inverted woks with handles, that snap together,
. sealing the steam and juices Inside; otherwise use a saucepan with a tightly fitting lid.
This recipe is based on a traditional fisherman's stew or caldeirada - a cousin to the
. Mediterranean bouillabaise.

ethod
MOil the pan and layer the tomato, onion, herbs, garlic, potato and red pepper, seasoning as you go.
Lay on the fish in large chunks and pour over the wine and remaining oil .
Bring to the boil , close the cataplana / lid and let it simmer for 20 minutes.
Add the prawns, rinse the cockles or mussels and lay on top of the stew to open in the steam . Close
the lid and when they are opened all is ready.

2 large tomatoes, 1 onion, sliced, 1 sweet red pepper, sliced, 2 potatoes, sliced,

1 clove of garlic, sliced, 2-3 tbsp olive oil, 1 tbsp each, fresh chopped coriander leaf and parsley,
approx. 450g white fish,ie monkfish or cod, a glass of dry white wine,

4-6 large cooked prawns, a good handful of cockles or mussels.

Ingredienw

Curle



The Society for International Folk Dancing

he Rainmakers are an affiliated group of the Society; this means that we pay a fee which
Tentltles us to two free teachers each year, we are listed in the S.I.F.D. publicity material and
we receive coples of the monthly magazine.

Some of our new members may like to learn a little about the S.I.F.D. .

The SIFD was founded In 1946 as a result of the meetings of continental refugees and British
students at the International Youth Centre. It is a non-political association of people who learn
and enjoy the folkdances of many countries. It has a membership of about 700 at present.
There are a number of specialist classes and many afiliated groups , like the Rainmakers, in
other parts of the country.

Regular day courses and a monthly social dance take place in central London, the latter at
Cecil Sharp House on the first Sunday of each month. A biannual International Summer
School is organised by the Society. The Society also publishes instruction books , cassettes
etc. (much of the recordings that we use at the club are S.1.F.D. recordings).

You might like to consider becoming individual members of the Soclety , it costs £10.50 p.a.
(this is at the Country Member rate which is allowed if you live more than 30 miles from
central London

All Members receive a monthly newsletter which provides information about many activities
locally, nationally and internationally .You are also entitled to reduced charges for books and
cassettes and entry to dances and courses.

The Membership Secrétary Is Alan Morton,
26 Durham Road, Harrow, Middx., HA1 4PG

If you would like more information about the Society please ask me, or any of the other
S.I.F.D. members in Rainmakers who already benefit from being members.

Widen your horizons and dance with the world!

Jill Bransby

From the Editor

his attempt to revive the newsletter to its former glory may not make the moguls of the press
Ttremble in front of their word-processors but it is an encouraging start.
In the New Year add writing an article (no matter how short or long) to your list of resolutions.
We could even have a For Sale section; for a start | will have a computer for sale, complete
with multimedia capability, next month.

More power to your pen or digits!

Terry
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Society for Iinternational Folk Dancing
GOLDEN JUBILEE DANCE

Saturday 12th October 1996
7.30 pm to 11.00 pm

Camden Centre, London WC1H 9DB

(Close to Euston & Kings Cross Stations)

With SIFD Players & Dunav Band

Tickets will be on sale later in the year
Members : Single £10 Double £18
Non-members : Single £12 Double £20

(Including refreshments)

| H\/‘LLV\@ "P’u«[/)u/w{fj ;

SOCIETY FOR INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCING

GOLDEN JUBILEE 1
DANCE

Saturday 12th October 1996
7.30pm to 11.00pm
Camden Centre, Euston Road
London WC1H 9DB
(Opposite St. Pancras Station)

9
4
6
% SIFD PLAYERS & DUNAV

Ticket No. 0075

G«S‘Qo(fz/vu
TCekek.

&Emmm

o ITERNBTONS A g

1976 to 1996
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S.I.F.D. GOLDEN JUBILEE DANCE

What a wonderful gathering of old and young, new members and dancers from way
back, and from Canada and Australia! UWe even had Frances Brown with us, who,
with her late husband Nat, started us off informally, even earlier than 1946.

For me it was a tremendous experience, organizing this Dance. There was great
enjoyment in solving the problems of contacting lapsed members. Sometimes this
took quite a while, but I was helped by George Sweetland, Alan Morton, Jack
Richardson and Roy Clarke, who delved into their records for addresses, and
patiently did their best to give information. Thank you George, Alan, Jack and
Raoy.

Thank you to all M.C.s - Helen Ezra, Janet Woolbar, Jill Bransby, Ken Uard,

Simon Guest, and Steve Steventon. Simon Guest nobly took on the task of co-

ordinating this side of the Dance, collecting lists of dances from M.C.s and

various groups, supplying information to M.C.s and musicians and myself, until

his D.T.C. must have been red hot! He also did the countless other tasks in-

volved in trying to arrange a balanced dance programme which would cater for

the many different tastes of those present. My very grateful thanks go to Simon -
for all he did.

Many thanks also to the S.I.F.D. Players under the direction of Wilf Horrocks.
In connection with this, we were extremely grateful to Tony Smith who provided
Alan Humberstone, our pianist, with an electric keyboard as there is no resident
piano at the Camden Centre. The Dunav musicians and singer were very welcome,
and it was lovely to hear their special sound. Thank you to Richard Mellish who
spent a couple of hours before the Dance, sorting out sound amplifiers etc.

Jeanette Hull and Helen Ezra deserve our thanks for much time spent in decor-
ating the dance hall and stage with balloons, flags made by Helen, and banners,
and putting up pictures on the walls. This was a mammoth effort, as was that of
Margaret Elliott in the canteen/bar. Thank you too to the many people who
supplied mountains of delicious food; and a special thank you to those who
served it and worked so hard in the kitchen - Jean Cronk, Edwina Holdup, Vera
Lagden and Muriel Gent.

This brings us to the really high spot of the evening - the CAKE, which was a
fairy tale vision, which Sister Anna Huston made completely on her oun and in- .
volved months of work. Thank you, Anna, for all the time and effort it cost you

to produce such an unbelievably beautiful creation. Fortunately, it was photo-
graphed so that we can always see it again.

More thanks to those who dealt at the door with the crowds coming in, to the
Fire Stewards, to Claire and Geoff Steeley on the Sales table, and to Anne Leach
and Jeanette Hull, selling the neuw cassettes. Last, but not least, thank you to
all who came to dance; there was a wonderful atmosphere, and you, the dancers,
made the evening the success it wvas!

KAY KEDGE

SILE.D. NEWS -+- NOVEMBER 199




SOCIETY FOR INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCING

&OLDEN JUBILEE D#ANCE

Camden Centre, Euston Road,
. London WCl1

Saturday 12th October, 1996
7.30 - 11 p.m.

1946 - 1996

S.LLE.D. PLAYERS DUNAV



M.C.

Jill
BVW\S‘oj

Steve
Charleg
Stev ko

Simon

Gueak

Ken

Ward/

Dance

Shir Ha Chatuna
Dorset Four Hand Reel
Chotis de la Frontera
Russian Lyrical

La Bourrée Pastourelle
Hambo

Kalocsa Leanytanc
Jesucita en Chihuahua

Bystricky
Jabadao

Ba Pardess
Jota Tapatia
Newcastle
Troika

Tzadik Katamar
Trip to Bavaria

Kalamies

La Bourrée Croisée
Ambee Dageets

La Bastringue

Makedonsko from Veles
Skudrinka

Pajduska

Setnja

Kalendara

Vranjanka

Struga

Vlajnica

DANCE PROGRAMME

Country

Israel
England
Mexico
Russia
France
Sweden
Hungary
Mexico

Czech Republic
France

[srael

Mexico

England

Russia

Israel

Scotland

Estonia
France
Armenia
Canada

Macedonia
Macedonia
Macedonia
Serbia
Croatia
Serbia
Macedonia
Serbia

M.C.

Simon
2

(/( (Vv ’:t

Helen
L2y

Janet
Weol beur

Dance

Karamfil
Karagouna
Pop Marinko

Hora Femeilor

Jiana

Moi Muzhenka

Jota Antiga

Maple Leaf Rag
Windmill

Riepe Riepe Garste
Waterfall Waltz
Neapolitan Tarantella

Polonez

En Allant aux Chataignes
Daldans

A Chula

Bavno Oro

Maiezyt

Agir Halay

Dreisteirer

Pariser Polka

Erev Ba

Makedonsko

Country

Bulgaria
Greece
Serbia

Romania
Romania
Russia
Majorca
USA
Germany
Holland
Wales
Italy

Poland

Switzerland
Sweden
Portugal
Macedonia
Switzerland
Turkey
Austria
Norway
Israel
Macedonia

Refreshments will be available from 8.30 p.m.

There will be no interval

on production of small green ticket



Our M.C s tonight are some of the past Chairmen/women
of the Society for International Folk Dancing. Dates of
service are:

Simon Guest - 531261 to 17,11,62

16.11.75 to 7.12.80
Ken Ward - 17.11.62 to 4.7.64 .
Charles Steventon - 7.12.80 to 1.12.85
Janet Woolbar - [ 1285 to 11250
Jill Bransby - 1.12.91 to 3.12.95
Helen Ezra - Representing the present Committee

—

/‘\__\.—__

National Flags all made by Helen Ezra

Very many thanks to all those who have
helped in any way with this special Dance
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RATNMAKERS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Friday December 6th 1996 at 8:00 pm

To be held at St. Michaels Church Hall, The Broadway, Letchworth

AGENDA

1. Apologies for absence

2. Minutes of 1995 A. G. M.

3. Matters arising from minutes

4, Chairman's remarks

5. Secretary's report

6. Treasurer's report

7. Appointment of auditors

8. Fixing of Annual and Weekly subscriptions
9. Election of officers and committee members

10. Any other business



Minute

s of Rainmakers Annual General Meeting
held on Friday 24th November 1855
at 8t Michael's Church hall, Letchworth, Herts.

e meating opened at 8:08pm.

T, P T n o > vl & B RPr—E »
Chalrrperson. Belinda Lansbury

Mrascnt . 1S5 members
] s wH S e - . - W
& e I‘\P(JJ KIS rk)l' ausence

T2 N8 [ ™ " DD i s T s o L 4 ™ i S inm e e ey 3 - i JP 18 REs Y . .0
vili & Feier Bransby. Louise Tomlinson, Clive Bach, Michael
~cr L N Boomvom o N el oo B O o e N mn 05 ORI [ e L o .
Girivert, Parbara Scholes, Sue Barter, Henry Lee, Hilary &’.]lm

[ s b B B 0 ™ - -
Cowair, Jadchle wowdail) .,

Minutes of 1554 A.G.M.

N2

The mwinutes of the Meeting held on 2nd December 1594 (which had

been circulated in advance) were approved and signed

3.  Matters Arising from A.G.M. Minutes
a Ttem 10. Belinda said there had been a long discussion under
1 . he main points to

E
of this discus

4]

i 1
"Rainmakers future direction" T

—‘L

1

~ the committee

Ol that fewer are offered
ne Club. Belinda

I}
to t said is one and displays have
been turned down without the Club being asked.
Beginners workshops should be for dancers only Belinda
aid in fact they already were, and have continued to be.

e
e B e B o A e - peaie & A o
‘@asoil. ITne new comnit

horter notices had been ashked for and and for people to
make announcements through the Secretary rather than just
shouting them out. This did work for a little while but then it
si1ips as peopire forget. it was suggested that the noticeboard be
put in a different place - this was tried, bLut did not work.
educed newsletler, more often, and

€ 1d with more dates was
& . This has been done, and w

fes)

i1l be continued.
o try to get people to commit to doing a display when the
Club is first asked. Belinda said that although this was a good
idea, it had proved impossible to implement.
Belinda said it had been suggested during this discussion

that it might be possible to hire St Michael's Hall from 10pm to
10.30pm for rehearsals. We now have permission to do this
whenever we want without booking or paying in advance.

It had also been suggested that it might be helpful for
newer members if we all wore name badges for an event. This had
been tried at the Post-Gathering party, although no new members
had attended. Belinda said that the committee were aware that
coslumes for new members and keeping older costumes looking good



jor points Lo come out of the discussion. Belinda said
1d be interested 1o hear other people's views on this
erry said he did not agree with Adrian's point that the
Club did not need to look Ffor new members. Belinda said that
int had come after a large infiux of new members and

Adrian's poi
1y retevant at that time. as our nuambers bave now gone down

Terry askhed if the Club fell that il was now time to
actively look for new wmembers. Belinda asked for a show of
bands. The majority were in favour of encouraging new members -
it wilil be down o the new committee to implement this.

L. Ttewm 11.2 This display has now taken place and reportis are

that 1t wenl well LLouise was thanked on behalf of the C]yb for

ail the organising and teaching that she did for this event.

G.o o dtem 104 Belionda reported thal we have contacted the Town

Twin Commitice and said that we would like to accept the offer to
_i A |

. . T O - - e o X ™ PO L e w P 3 = =

o to Nuits-81-Georges, but would 1ike as much notice of dates as
- e a Y D . - AT e TS o 3 = (Y N - 1. Py . 1 - g
possible. We are currently waiting to hear back from them.

a. ITtewm 11.7 The Club will be host

ing 1 { ce in
- e Ml W A, | - o % | = it n Vo T 1 e D oaar b .
da WeCeh D let;'. A1A 2150 Qusplayling tne Jandle leluu noy Wll.l. bt‘
.Y & @ 7% S S o o e o B = 4 - 4 K - - 3 o e = g . . a O NP, | e .
MCi 4= the Ffirst half of Lhe evening, and Jill the second. Ri L}La]‘d
R TR - o e PO | = = - 1 L
ana Jerry wWiliir airso ao some Ccas 1 Ling

Belinda said she four at the end of her third year as
Chairpe the end of her term of office. Belinda said

tantly standing down due to work pressures. Belinda
her current committee and previous members of the
that bhave served under her. Curle has agreed to be
the committee recently and has agreed to take over
s secretary should the members vote for her.

Belinda thanked all the other people in the Club who help in many

Ann Publicity

Maria Yardrobe

MOY& Squash

Betty Scrapbooks

Terry Newsletter

Jill Dance leadership

Belinda had been very pleased that so many people had helped Jill
by running Friday evenings, and thanked them all: Sue, Marjorie,
Louise, Clive, Grabham, Mike, Richard, Roger, Terry and Roy.
Belinda would like to see more people willing to MC events such
as displays, as Jill is doing nearly all the displays. Belinda
said we would try and help anyone wanting to have a go as much as
possible, but the only way to gain experience is to have a go.
Belinda wished the new Chairperson and his or her committee well
for the coming year.



{
Belinda thanked Mark

5. Secretlary’ report

Mark's report included events from lst September 1554 to 31st

August 1855. Mark went through the highlights of the 5 displays,

2 day courses, D garden evenings, o Bcgiuuvr‘ Workshops,

Anniversary bDance and Jill & FPeter's 30th Wedding Anniversary

Dance. Belinda was thanked for organising the Anniversary Waltz
i

and Candlie Dance displays Tor Lthis even
for all his work on behalf of the Club.

63 i it Y NPT |
. LreasSurern Soraeport

Adrian pointed out that the net expenditure on Fage 2 of the
Accounts should read £2375.88 and the working capital f.}uu.]u read
£826.84 Tor ‘L})«" 1993-94 figures. Richard apologized for ‘l‘,ugSu
typing crrors.
Rivhard explained the notes attached to the Accounts. Richard
splained that the committee had felt that all four pages of the
.r\cuou’ll‘x,ﬁ\ should be signed by the Auditor before i1t is reduced
dowini — this has not been done this year. but will be done next
Year
Adrian ashkhed how there was an income of £17 for the Albert Hall
rehearsals Richard explained that the committee had decided, as
1this was not a Club event, to charge £1 per person per renearsail
towards the cosis of the halls hired.
Mova asked what the hats and costumes were that were mentioned in
the notes for the Accounts. Richard said that there are two of
the new type Mexican hats which have not been sold, but have gone
mieQing. Betty said there might be some of the old type hats
also that have not been sold Richard said he was not aware of
this and the new committee would have to investigate

tance of the Treasurer’'s report was proposed by Belinda,
seconded by Graham, and agreed unanimousiy.

Belinda thanked Richard for all his work on behalf of the Club.

7. Appointwent of auditors

Richard proposed, and Belinda seconded, that Bill Thorne be
appointed as Auditor. This was carried unanimously.

3. Fixing of Annual and Weelhly subscriptions

The comnittee proposed that the annual and weekly subscriptions
stay the same. This was proposed by Richard, seconded by Patti.
This was carried unanimously.



9. Election of officers and committee members

The following nominations had been received, and those persons
nominated were duly elected

Mark Balaeam (chairperson) Graham Stiyles (commitiee)
. - g - {

Richard Thom {treasurer) ITsabel Lamont {(committee)

Curle Lee (secretary)

10. Any olher business

9 .

16.1 Belinda

Mark 1hanked Belinda on bebhalf the Club for all the work she
nas doone as chairperson for thb past three years. Belinda was
presented with a gift from the Club.

10.2 GITD 501h Amniversary

Belinda said next year (1586) the SIFD will be cele cbratin its
50th anniversary. The SIFD have asked clubs and groups to do a
write-up of past events to be compiled into a commemorative

L

as
document . Betly has undertaken this work on behalf of the Club,
and when Betty checked up with the SIFD she found we were the
only club who had sent anything in. Belinda thanked Betty for
doing this on behalf of the Club.

10.3 Hitchin Gathering

Belinda said that the rehearsal dates for the Gathering had now
been set, and announced these dates at the meeting.

Terry asked for clarification as 1o what the Club wanted from the

newsletter, as he felt it had become more a 1ist of dates than a

newsietter Belinda said there had been discussion in committee

and at the last A.G.M. about getting articles for the newsletter;
the consensus appears to be that write-ups of events are done for
¥ pbook, which is available on Club evenings, and as the

ter is not sent out to a&ll members its biggest job is to
remind people of dates. Belinda offered to open this up for
discus sion. Richard suggested that we should send out the news-
letter to &ll members. There was some discussion, because people
do not have time to do a write-up of events for both scrapbook
and newsletter.

Margery suggested that it would be nice for some of the very old
write-ups to be included in the newsletter. Terry said he was
willing to do this. Belinda said the feeling of the meecting was
that the newsletter’'s main purpose should be to put dates in
front of people, and if Terry has articles to go in the



newsletter, all the betier, but not 1o hoild up production of the
newsletter waiting for articles. Terry also asked for
clarification as 1o when t(he committee wanted the newsletter
produced Belinda said this had been discussed in committee and
we would have 1o check the records to sce what had been decided.

B ¥ P | | T I T B N - B s _
It was discussed whether or not 1o send the newslet ter out to all
members . Rich v 1

suggested that we Llry sending the newsletters
out for the remainder of the Club's financial year as an
experiment. Mark said, having sent copies of the A.G.M. minutes
Lo all wmembers for the past two vears, he felt people did not
realise the amount of work that would be involved in sending out

the newsletter. Graham agreed with this. Richard said if Terry

produced the newsletter, Richard would organize s

o
—
b
A,

ding them out.

T ~ L da ; " oz = vy L A i e oy s 26 g o
Graham felt it would be much better if the task of ovganizing
AT [ ey i ¥ & . ik ~ 5 P PO . - s , 1-. S e - e me & A ——
sending out the newslelter was taken on vy a non-committee
T O LI - . L PR o e Bon e 1 " ’
member as, because of Jack of member il G

S,
I T T s e o 73 i b s 5
Roy :.aJ\J iu—: agni 'ed Wi Hl ux‘cxhdlu, [$1V

NS A | . - = e R TR 1 o~
workivad could be great 1 as
L & s e 5 sz o 3 4 s PSPV Q. | R RIAETS, R, (R TR, | o) TN | | . -

1L was Uu]s for a trial rerioa, and Ri cnarda naa orfrrerea, this

snould be tried.

isabel suggested that if there was a newsletter before Christmas
that an article be included outlining that subs are due, this was
felt to be a good idea and Richard agreed to put a note in the
newsletter. Belinda said she felt it should be for the new
committee to decide who does this job, and asked the Club to vote
as to wbether they did want the newsletter sent out to all
members. There was a majority in favour. Belinda said the new
committee should take into account the views of the members, but
it should be up to the new committee as to how, if and when this
is idmplemented.

10.5 Scrapbook

Betty thanked all the people who had contributed articles and
photographs to the scrapbook. Richard apologized for not
completing the compiling of the Bingen scrapbook

Belinda reported that the Club has finally managed to have use of
a cupboard at St Michael’'s. This will allow us to store sguash
beakers, squash, washing-up liquid, tea towels, paper plates and
cutlery, notic

ceboard, wipe-board, slip-stop, etc. The main
advantege of this is that it allows Moyva to retire from looking
after the sguash. Belinda said for years Moya has brought heavy
bags of squash each week, put themn out, washed them up and
guietly taken them away. Moya has also prerformed this task for
most rehearsals and day courses. Moya was presented with a gift
from the Club for all her work.

The meeting closed at 9.15pm.



1994/95

973.25
48.75

149.00
192.10
20.00
68.00

1328.56
17.00

75.00
12.79

2961.45

INCOME
FRIDAY NIGHTS
Weekly subscriptions (1) 884.85
Party -
Donation 1.00
EVENTS
Anniversary dance 149.00
Day courses 38.35
Displays 160.00
Workshops =
New Year Dance 8.78
Victoria Embankment (7) 98.00
Bingen

Albert Hall rehearsals

ADMINISTRATION

Annual subscriptions 75.00
Interest 17.17
EQUIPMENT

885.85

454.13

92.17

1432.15

106.37

1538.52

1994/95  ERIDAY NIGHTS

743.00
23.30
9.49
42.91
30.93
20.00

28.00
14.87

171.65
131.80
72.00
101.00
14.13

33.20
1347.41
1.90

14.43
6.50
24.20
2.75
3.09
3.45

2961.45

Hire of Hall

SIFD affiliation fee/donation (2)
Tapes, instructions, videos etc
Insurance (3

Squash :

Party

Travelling expenses - Simon Guest
Storage boxes (4)

Incidental catering expenses
Slipstop

Miscellaneous (5)

EVENTS

Anniversary dance

Day courses

Hire of hall - workshops
Hire of hall - practises (6)
Travelling expenses
Victoria Embankment (7)
Gathering expenses

Cecil Sharp House display
Bingen

Miscellaneous expenses

ADMINISTRATION

Postage

Phone

Stationery etc.
Newsletters

Scrapbook
Miscellaneous expenses

EQUIPMENT
Speaker/Speaker Stand

Battery Charger
Equipment repair

Excess of income over expenditure

22.55

13.39

963.36

464.47

52.82

1538.52



2961.45
2955.67

-

5.78
1234.98

60.47
1180.29

1240.76
292.48

Net Income
Net Expenditure

Excess of income over expenditure
Balance brought forward

Balance carried forward

Cash in hand
Bank

1432.15
1538.52

(106.37)
1240.76

Equipment Fund (included in the bank balance)

Balance brought forward
Events Profit
Purchases

Balance carried forward

Balance
Equipment Fund

Working Capital

292.48
NIL

1. Weekly subs. - 1041 @ 85p down 104. The average weekly
attendance is down from 25% to 23%.

2. Last year I accidentally paid SIFD £23.50 for the
affiliation fee. The 20p error did not show up until the
cheque was banked. This was after the accounts were
audited. Hence the 20p donation.

3. The sum insured on our equipment insurance has increased.

4. The storage boxes are used in our cupboard at the church
hall.

5. This includes get well and thank you presents, which have
been higher than usual this year. It also includes the cost
of extra keys for the hall cupboard.

6. Hire of hall for practises:-

Gathering - £68.00
Displays - £36.50
7. The loss on the Victoria Embankment display was exaggerated

by the need for two minibuses.
8. The excess of expenditure over income is due to the average
attendance being down by just over two a week ie a loss of

£88.40 and the exceptional number of presents given this
year.

I have audited the accounts and confirm that they are a true
record of the financial activities of the club.

:
§ ] o
L=

;

v

BILL THORNE - AUDITOR



RESOLUTIONS RE ANNUAL AND WEEKLY SUBSCRIPTIONS

Please read the budget together with the following resolutions.

1. The committee recommend the annual subscription remains
unchanged.
2. The committee recommend the weekly subscription is

increased to £1 with effect from 1 January 1997.

There has been a further increase in the cost of hiring the hall
since the last increase in the weekly subscription. The average
weekly attendance has dropped. This has resulted in our
expenditure exceeding our income last year.

In drawing up the budget I have assumed that the attendance will
remain the same as last year. There is no guarantee that this
will happen. WE need to ensure that the income from Friday Nights
balances with the expenditure.



Friday Nights - Club nights 16 wks @ 23ipw € 85p
29 wks @ 23%pw @ f1

INCOME

Events - Anniversary dance (28 + raffle)
Day course
Displays

Administration- Annual subs 50 € £1.50
. Interest

£ 319.60
£ 682.00

165.00
50.00
75.00

Friday Nights -

Events -

Administration-

EXPENDITURE

Hire of hall 45 @ £18 + 3 @ £9
SIFD affiliation fee

Tapes etc

Insurance

Squash .

Callers expenses
Miscellaneous

Anniversary dance
Day course

Hall - practises
Gathering
Miscellaneous

Postage

Phone

Secretary’s expenses
Newsletters
Scrapbook
Miscellaneous

£ 837.00
£ 25.00
£ 20.00
£ 50.00
£ 28.00
£ 10.00
£ 30.00
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Calt Landering lay
tclunwbia, 1.0 210450

b-¢ Lecenbier

tear Curle,

Thank you sou much for your note ana ¢reat phote! I feel 1Tike a
heel fur not writing sovrer. 1 have "proof" that I had ¢ood
intentions at one time: a thank-you note for you (alsc cne for
Jill anc Peter) written in Jdul,--hefure [ had your addresses
which were paeckecd with our 'household goods"., Said "goods"
arrived Septenber 1€, aboul & wiecks «frer vwe landed,

I never thought I would feel so unsettlec anc tuke so Tong to get
beck "in the ¢rcove". The house was not a pretty sight when we
returned,  The pcour bluke vwhe lived here didn't have a Taun wower
- I

!

and gust borroved one fron

e neighlbors vccassionally. There
verce three le-1Y fuotl wvaks ¢re

i :

growing in what hau been the veg
garden and sveveral more in various surprising places ebout the
property. Since vwe already heve seven mature trees {including 4
tovering caks) we «idn't want tu nuture wore. Lut what was worse
is that tle poor guy dian't cun e hcover either, but was naturally
too ewbarrassed to ever ask ULhe nreighlbiors to horrow one.,

Lell, that is a loung wey ©i sayivg the house looked awful when e
arrived, So ¢irty, T was on the verge ¢f tears. Cur agert had
saiu he was coiny to have it cleance before we saw it, and 1

asked nmim ahkcut that and Le saiu, he HAL hac a cleaning wol.an Colie
in, but she conceniratec on the baethrcoms ana kitchen. [ an
telling you...disaster area!

Eut the story has a happy encing:  Le had ithe place re carpeted
and repainted, vwe cleancc fovr abcut 1006 narn-hours between us,
beught a nevw sofa, anu vwith lots of mencrabilia around tc rewnind
us of Cngland and cur travels, anc I an finally very happily hone.

Hattie is in schocl & days a week She locves it, anu her teacher's
nare is Hattie!! She is Tearning an outrageous amount of
stuff--¢oou and hLad alike! She loves dressing up and theught she
was in heaven this Falloveen--¢oing coor to docur with two
neighbortiooc girlfriends as a trio: an angel, a hallerina, a
princess. They collected so much candy it could cloke a horse.
e ALL ate cancy till we dian't feel so well every day for a
week, anc finally John took the rest to his office.

lkattie's big acconplishments this nonth include drawing a picture
of a cat and labeling it. Then writing ard reading hack (in any
orver 1 as I jouint; Cat, rat, pat, sat...you get ny drift.

I am still inundated wilh projects bringing the house up to par:
Carpet people wmake a return trip today (1 hope) to spruce up a
Lit of work un the steps that is not up to par and the painter
has been callec Lo re-caulk part of the cathedral ceiling that
ceveloped cracks., I hope to get the remaining curtains finished
SCLi -now that it is cold enough for snow cutsice, I realize I
need to Le able te cover the wirdows at night!

I heve been enjuying visiting my low anoe Jinm. We see them about
once a week., It's yreat being close to fawmily. There was a big
reunion in Septerlber--the week before we moved into the house,
/11 my sisters care in--Susan fron Boston, Karen from Seattle

Vi



with her kids. FULL HOULSL at ifow's! Laurae lives in the area and

i see her anu the kids now and then.

Lart is bluffing threugh his lest year of schoul-=-notl doing eny
vork that I cen see, and since John ane Cinic (Lart's low) aren't
worried, I'm not sticking my reck out, but I Gu wunder vhat's
coing on?!Y lle is Tearning to crive enc he is ou the foctball
teak.. he cokes houne anag takes "paracctanol" every night for his
aches and buups ard bruises. 1t coule he worse.

Le hae nine for Thanksgiving- vobhn's bLrother anc farily and
Juhn's ton. The turkey was LY cents/iound, so I ot plenty. iy
LGk and oim cane over the next night for a repeat pericrrance! .

Ve saw ocur first christras lights while «riving Lo dancing last
rrointec b Th
G

night. I an terribly disa y the dancing herc., ‘.
regulur greoup vwe left is kaput: no church or schoeol will let
ther rent flecor space ¢ a reyular hasis, su it hes cishancded.
There is ancther ¢roup vwe dance with on lcenecdays, Lut it is sc
swall we can bareiy nake a circle for a circle dance--& to ten
recple lately itas been the total., Crumb! LE (1SS YCU ALLIM!

That is all the news 1 can think of for now: probalbly nore than
you carec¢ to know!! lhope vou onc Grahar are vell., Cive our te
J b J

=St
te all the Lainwakers.

[%2]
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Society for International Folk Dancing
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~., CECIL SHARP HOUSE DANCE

) Peyroton & Pantelon

lvanitsa Bulgaria
Le Rond Argentonnais France
Ba Pardess Israel
Kivi Kasukas Estonia
Fyrmannadans Sweden
La Bohemienne ltaly
Sepastia Bar Armenia
Gota Portugal
La B. Droite Valsée d’Issoudun France
Oige Ja Vasemba Estonia
Hora Chadera Israel
Sanftenberger Germany
Jiana Romania
Sherele Israel
Deux, Deux, Deux France
Morpeth Rant England
Chotis de la Frontera Mexico
Harimon Israel
Shir Ha Chatuna Israel
Russian Lyrical Russia

Nagelschmied Switzerland

% El Rondon Spain

a Bourrée d’Aurillac
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I d %y,
fﬁ Dance With \p)
! ROBERTO )
‘fﬁ in the Interval !

‘f\, e
=t e
L’Angoise France
Picking Up Sticks England
Jagermarsch Austria
Vranjanka Serbia
La Bourrée Tournante des G.P. France
Miss Nancy Arnot Scotland
Jota Antiga Mallorca
Pop Marinko Serbia
Pariser Polka Norway

- Trip to Bavaria Scotland
Tzarina de la Abrud Romania
Halelujah Legal Israel
Dror Yikrah (Moshiko) Israel
Hambo Sweden
Circle Waltz England

Bulgaria
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GATHERING

e HITCHIN TOWN HALL

2.15 - 4.30pm
Adults £2

Children £1

 7.00-11.00pm

Price £5
with supper

N
&Jj'@ _ Saturday Ist March

7

AFTERNOON DISPLAYS

of dance, music and song
in the folk tradition

EVENING DANCE
Licenced Bar & Raffle

Richard Young & Watling’s Treat

For details phone: 01462 483960 or 01462 459349
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have popped

o 237 clogs

By Robert Uhlig
Technology Correspondent

THE CLOG could join hent
bananas, chips wrapped in
newspaper and chicken-
flavoured crisps as another
item to be banned by Brus-
sels unless Dutch scientists
come (o the rescue.

Eurocrats want to outlaw
the wooden shoes as protec-
tive work footwear unless
they pass safety tests.

“We have got to save the
clog,” said Jan Broeders, a
test scientist at TNO, the
Dutch applied research
agency. “It’s a part of Dutch
working life, and we believe
it is just as safe as protective
shoes.”

Under the European Com-
munity’s Personal Protective
Equipment directive, the
clog must be tested and
branded with the European
‘CE’ mark.

Mr Broeders said: “It’s the
fault of the Dutch wooden
shoe industry for not testing
their wooden shoes and
applying for a CE mark. Now
we have got to hurry to get
the clog passed.”

Clogs have been a part of

- Dutch working life for more

than 600 years and some
800,000 pairs a year are sold

to people who wear them for .
|| work in Holland.

According to a report in
today’s New Scientist, the
TNO is devising tests that
compare wooden shoes and
clogs to safety shoes.

These include dropping a

;‘ heavy weight on the clog,

impact tests, crushing the
clog between two metal
plates, hammering a nail
through the sole and assess-
ing the slip resistance.

If the clog does not pass, it
will join Spanish wicker don-
keys and Swiss cuckoo clocks

| as mere tourist souvenirs.
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RAINMAKERS INTERNATIONAL FOLK DARCE GROUP - HITCHIN GATHERING 1997.

Today the Rainmakers are presenting a suite of dances from Holland and
are wearing costumes from Volendam.

The music is played by Martin Butler and members of Cloudburst Band.
The singers are members of the Rainmakers
The dances are:

BOANOPSTEKKER (pronounced Born - up- stekker) which means the ice
breaker (literally 'showing the way'). This dance is used to open an
evening's entertainment -to 'break the ice'.

RIEPE GARSTE (Reepay gharster) means Ripe Barley and is a couple dance
in which you will see the dancers arms move like windmills that grind
the barley.

VLEEGERT (Flayghert) This is a popular set dance in which the men
'"throw' their partners away.

ZVART LAAT 'M SCHEREN (Shwart lat mer scheren) means 'Blackie (name of a
sheep) needs a shave'. The dance is performed in sets of four and is
very similar in its floor patterns to those of the English Dorset Four-
Hand Reel.

MIETJE KATOEN (Mitchi Katoon) is a jolly couple dance. The song that
accompanies this dance is all about eating and drinking!

HORLEPIEP (Haul le peep) The final dance is a set dance for four couples
- the sailors hornpipe.

The Rainmakers meet virtually every Friday in Letchworth to dance a
variety of folk dances from many countries and they welcome new members.

Today they present: DUTCH CROSSING
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Welcome the Ba,thcrlfrg 4 f or a hug@
selection of Real (Ales
Q})&TL all dﬂ«& LSa,twrdﬂ(yS
2 minutes walk_from the Jown J—v[‘aLL

24 BANCROFT, HITCHIN, HERTFORDSHIRE SG5 1JW

TELEPHONE (01462) 455400

TIM'S

85 TILEHOUSE STREET - HITCHIN - HERTS - SG5 2DY
TEL: (01462) 455376 - 437664 FAX: (01462) 421898

20 EASTCHEAP - LETCHWORTH - HERTS - SG6 3DE
TEL: (01462) 485840

FOR ALL YOUR ART MATERIALS

. Saturday Ist March 1997,

Welcome to all our guests, audience and performers to the Staplers
Country Dance Club's 39th annual folk celebration.

Once again we hope you will enjoy our usual mixed programme of
country and ritual dancing, music and singing together with our two
mini-breaks for children's general dancing.

Our thanks go to Roger Nicholls and the Orange & Blue Band for the
considerable time and effort put into preparing the many different
picces of music they will be playing this afternoon and to this year’s
compere, Stan Taplin, who will be linking the various items together.

We should also like to thank Pat Gray for leading the children’s
general dancing and the 9th Hitchin Guides for providing refreshments,
plus the Hertfordshire Folk Association and Claire & Geoff Steeley for
looking after the Folk Shop tables , the St.John Ambulance Brigade for
being in attendance and Unicorn Sound Systems for the amplification.

Last but by no means least we thank all the performers and members
of the Staplers Country Dance Club for their hard work and help in
putting on this afternoon's show, not forgetting our guests and audience
for coming along to make it such an enjoyable event.

(Gathering Committee 1997)

Don't forget that here this evening , from 7.00pm to 11.00pm,,
we present

THE GATHERING DANCE
Richard Young & Watling’s Treat

Cabaret : Babylon Lane

Tickets available at the door : £5.00 including supper

Licenced Bar by the Highbury & Whitehill Schools PTA
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The Orange & Blue Band : Leader - Roger Nicholls

Master of Ceremonies : Stan Taplin

Overture
Staplers
Whitehill Whirlers

May & Harold Ross
Roundabouters

Royal Scottish Country Dance
Society (Beds. Branch)

Biddenham Handbell Ringers

**%%xx* Children’s Dancing with Pat Gray ***¥*x**

Rainmakers

The Orange & Blue Band
“Welcome to St Davids Day”

Favourite Four

Durham Reel

[ Want To Be Near You
Goddesses

Otter Reel

“Sam Sherry’s Jig Routine”
A Suite of Dances

East Meets West

Waters of Holland

Long Odds

Devon Bonny Breastknot

——  —

Alexandria Reel
Cambuskenneth

Angus McLeod

Ian Powrie’s Farewell to
Auchterarder

The Cuckoo
Skip to My Lou
Lord of the Dance

S em—

Dutch Crossing
Boanopstekker

Riepe Garste

Vleegert

Zwart Laat’M Scheren
Mietje Katoen
Horlepiep

Thanks to William Warder of UNICORN SOUND SYSTEMS for PA
92 Austin Paths, Stevenage. Tel (01438) 222424

The Dargason Sequence
Dargason

Fair Quaker of Deal

Hey Boys

Step Stately

English Miscellany

Hoddesdon Crownsman Rapper Sword Dances

Hertfordshire Theatre School A Contemporary Dance

“Generations”

Saint David

Dewi Sant

The Bishop

King Arthur’s Round

The First of March
*x%xx%% Children’s Dancing with Pat Gray *******

Offley Morris Orange In Bloom (Sherborne)
Postman’s Knock (Adderbury)

Songs from the American
“Shape Note” tradition.

Staplers

Babylon Lane

Spring Fever
Spring

Bonnie Cuckoo
The March Hare
The First of April

Sparrowhill
Nutsford

Please Join us in Circassian Circle

Fine Companions

Cottonmill Clog Morris

Music, Dances, Songs & Souvenirs
FOLK SHOPS Available all afternoon
in the Small Hall REFRESHMENTS
by in the Small Hall
The Hertfordshire Folk Association by
= The 9th Hitchin Guides
The
Society For International Folk Dance
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The Gathering is organised by the Staplers. Find out more about
English Country Dancing by visiting us at our Club nights : 8 to 10pm
on most Monday evenings in Bancroft Hall, Recreation Ground,
Bancroft, Hitchin. We are a lively, mixed Club with over 90 members
and warmly welcome newcomers. To find out more about us, contact -
Steve or Carol (01462) 730497 or Michael (01462) 438960

£

“Babylon Lane” Ms Steve Fletcher.
Hitchin (01462) 458351

Biddenham Handbell Mrs Anthea Slark

Ringers Bedford (01234) 350644
Cottonmill Clog Morris “J-P” Edmonds. Luton (01582) 842647
English Miscellany Mrs Jenny Lane.
Harpenden (01582) 764084
Fine Companions Elizabeth Lambert. Bedford (01234) 342121

Hertfordshire Theatre  Vicky Turner. Hitchin (01462) 421416
School

Hoddesdon Crownsmen Ken Arton.
Bishops Stortford (01279) 723433

May & Harold Ross Hitchin (01462) 700164

Offley Morris Albert Openshaw.
Stevenage (01438) 368455

Royal Scottish Country George M.Hogg.
Dance Society (Beds).  Bedford (01234) 781196

Rainmakers Curle Lee. Hitchin (01462) 490071
Roundabouters Mrs Pat White. Stevenage (01438) 354488
Whitehill Whirlers Ann Gibson. Hitchin (01462) 450997

HAWKINS

of HITCHIN
EST. 1863

CLOTHING STORE
Established over 130 years

Now featuring
— Expanded menswear dept.
— New ladies dept.
— Schoolwear dept. 12 months of the year.
— Toy dept. with leading brands.
— Babies nursery dept.

COME AND ENJIOY YOUR SHORRING AY HAWKINS.
EAST BECOMING LITCHINS MOST TALKED ABOUT STORE

‘ Dow't forget oun balbychanging and children s flay arca

F’*
§

Herts SG5 1BB
Telephone: (01462) 632200

o HAWKINS : ’ s
(5 4-8 Bucklersbury, Hitchin L
o= o]
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Souvenir programme

INTERNATIONAL
FOLK FESTIVAL

Bishop Bell School, Priory Road, Eastbourne

Henz Zae = S 1@<y



Message from The Worshipful the Mayor of Eastbourne

It gives me great pleasure to welcome the International Folk

Festival to Eastbourne for its 22nd year.

Nestling between the majesty of the Downs and the grandeur of
the seafront, Eastbourne seems the perfect place to celebrate

the coming of summer with dance and music.

I'm sure you will have a worthwhile festival; you certainly contribute
to bringing colour to the Borough, but above all - have fun and

enjoy yourselves!
Robert G Kirtley

Mayor

Eastbourne International Folk Festival is

supported by Eastbourne Borough Councll

Gabhru Punjab De



WELCOME 1O RSTBURIIL...

... for our twenty-second festival.

Once more performers have been
badgered for photographs and
workshop details, countless versions
of the running order have been
checked, revised and checked again,
and long hours spent slaving over a
hot Mac to bring you the souvenir
programme. if you are reading this in
advance of the festival weekend, then
we hope that there is plenty here to
whet your appetites.

At the time of going to press we see
no reason to expect any changes in
this programme, but we say that every
yvear and there always are last minute
amendments. So, #fthere are changes
then there will be notfices posted in
the reception area, where you will also
find a very large (and updated, if

necessary) version of the timetable
on the centrespread of +this

programme.

And talking of reception, we have a
permanently manned desk there for
any and all enguiries. If you have any
questions or problems either ask
there or talk to a committee member,
who all wear name badges. Don't
forget we are always open +to
suggestions, so please let us know if
there is a style of dance, or a
particular performer, we should

consider for the future.

Parking

There is (nearly) enough parking in our
main car park at Bishop Bell School.
Regulars will be as horrified as we

r =3
I @ Q 7 ¢tSTIVAL COMMITTEE

Sally Bennett ....... outside events Elizabeth Munday........ freasurer
Madeline Blenkin............ catering Roger Munday ............ committee
Joan Downing ............ ... CATEring Dave Rannie.......... outside events
Helen Ezra............... infernational David Shockley ficket sales, shop
Dick Hobbs programme, publicity Mary Shockley ticket sales, shop
Jan Hobbs........... festival director Judy Wright.................. secretary
Val Mcintosh.................... catering Richard Wright...... chief steward

\. e

were fo discover the erection of
basketball hoops in what we call the
car park: we dor't think it will reduce

capacity!

In the mornings and evenings we have
stewards To help you park. Please co-
operate with them, as they do their
best o make room for as many cars

as possible.

There is also parking at Langney
School, if you are dancing there.
Langney Community Centre has no
parking, but it is only a short walk from

The two schools.

While we have never had a problem,
we have To warn you that we cannot
accept any responsibility for loss or

damage in the car parks.

Please remember that the sfreets
between the two schools form a
residential area. If we park there, we
are perhaps preventing someone from
parking near their home. Stick to the

car park whenever possible.

Food and drink

In both Bishop Bell and Langney
Schools there are canteens serving
hot and cold drinks, and snacks and

sandwiches, more or less all day.

Hot lunches and a salad bar are
available in our main canteen in Bishop

Bell School. Each morning we will post

+the dishes of the day. We ask you fo
order in advarce if possible: it helps
us get the quantities right. If you have
not ordered we can probably feed you,
but please wait until the main queue

has subsided.

Andrew Shaw

One of the best features about
Eastbourne, we think, is that we run
our workshop programme in blocks o
give you the maximum choice. You
never have fo miss a part of one
workshop just to get to another, The
only disadvantage is that everyone in
the festival breaks for lunch at the
same time.

The committee spends more time
discussing the flow of people through
the canteen than any other topic.




Once more we have fried to improve
the system this year, but to be
perfectly honest, there is no real way
of avoiding a certain amount of chaos
in 4rying To serve all the lurches at
the same time. Please bear with us.

Semps

Sundsvalls Folkdansgille

To ease the pressure, we ask that
you do not eat your own food in the
Bishop Bell canteen. The dining area
at Langney School can be used for
picrics, and it is always rice when the
weather is kind enough to eat
outdoors af lunchtime,

Room one (immediately behind
reception) is a quiet lounge. It is not
intended for medls, but please feel free
to Take your coffee Through there
after you have finished eating. Also
along that same corridor are the
festival shops. Do take the time to

have a good browse around.

We have a bar serving beer, wine,
cider and juices. It, Too, is sifuated in
the canfeen at Bishop Bell School. It
should be open more or less whenever
you are Thirsty. A handy hint is Tnat
+here is rarely much of a gueue at the
bar at lunchtime, so it might pay you
to get your drinks first while the main

lunch gueve is served.

No food or drink is allewed in The main
hall, gym, or the classrooms used for
workshops. At Langrey it helps if you
keep food and drirk to Tables on the

platform area.

The canteen, bar and shops are dll
run by volunteers who give up a large
part of their weekend to this valuable
and unsung work. Your custom and
their efforts also make a big
contribution to festival funds, ensuring
that we can continue to maintain our
high standards. Incidentally, we are
always short of stewards, so it you
feel that you could help in future years
plecse mention it To a commiftee

member.

Our hosts in the two schools are
naturadlly keen that we do not damage
the floors, and so a steward may ask
to check your soles. In general, normal
dancing shoes are the thing to wear.
For sessions in the gym, soft soled
shoes only, please. For clog
workshops feel free to wear vyour

clogs.

Please also note that smoking is not
allowed within any of the venues.

Smekers should hope for fine weather.

Outside events

Regulars to Eastbourne will know that,
as well as the programme of dances
and workshops in the schocls, we put
on a programme of public events in

the fown centre during Saturday.

Our visiting dance groups and locadl
display teams will, as before. be giving
displays in the shopping area in central
Eastbourne on Saturday, from .00
to 2:45. Then, led by the May Qlueen

r

DANCE DISPLAYS N EASTHOURNE

As dways ar Eastbourne, during the course of Saturday we will run a
programme of darce displays from local and visiting groups for the
general public, with a procession and the ever-popular Ceremony of the

Crowning of the May Queen. The programme is:

NOO - 2:45 Dance displays outside Boots and near The Terminus
3.00 Procession from the town centre to the sea front
315 - 345 Dancing at the Bandstand
4:00 The May Gueen Ceremony

~\

The 1997 May Queen is Claire Walker, who will be attended by Rebecca
Gibbons and Donna Parry. Claire will be crowned by The Worshipful the
Mayor of Eastboure, Robert Kirtley. Following the ceremony there will be

displays from our guests and local groups.
Teams appearing in our public events will include:

Cherokee Country Daisy Roots
Hawkes Farm CP School Kettle Bridge Clogs
Old Star Morris
Shinewater CP School

Gabhru Punjab De
Long Man Morris

The Sabotiers
Sundsvalls Folkdansgille

Ragged Rapper




and her attendants, all will move in
procession to fthe sea front, where
+here will be additional displays at the
bandstand on our way to the Wish

Tower Lawns.

The Ceremony of Crowning the May
Qlueen will be performed by the Mayor
of Eastbourne at 400. All of our
visiting groups will have a chance to
perform for the large crowd we hope
+o have there. There will also be
maypole and country dances by
children from Shinewater CP School
in Eastbourne and Hawkes Farm
School in Hailsham.

This year's May Queen is Claire
Woalker: her attendants are Rebecca
Gibbons and Donna Parry.

Sa*urday's events in the Town centre
are produced in association with Long
Man Morris, and we are extremely
grateful for their sterling efforts all
day.

The problem with packing the
workshop programme so full is that
you may not want fo miss anything.
To give you a chance to see some of
our visitors perform, last year we held
an extremely informal concert
showcase in the canteen on Saturday
night. It was such a successful
innovation that it instantly became a

permanent fixture in the programme.

Feel free to drop in for ary or all of it.
Get a drink from the bar, take the
weight off your feet and watch
someone else do the dancing. We do

Cherokee Country
Kettle Bridge Clogs
Old Star Morris
Sundsvalls Folkdansgille

N

SATURDAY MIGHT CONCERI

An informal concert featuring the festival's finest in music, song and
dance. No published programme: drop in and take pot luck, or join us for

the whole evening, with:

Daisy Roots
Long Man Morris
Ragged Rapper

The concert runs continuously from &:00 to OO in the canteen. Get
yourself a drink from the bar, make yourself comfortable, and enjoy the

variety and enteriainment,

Gabhru Punjab De
Odds & Clogs
Sour Mash

Tapsall Catch

)

“

not publish a programme for it - last
year the running order changed
several times during the event itself
- 50 look in and see what serendipity
offers vyou.

Extra dances

We have finally achieved one of the
festivals longest-held ambitions: a
venue for the fourth dance on
Saturday and Sunday nights which is
within walking distance of the other

three,

Langney Community Centre is just the
other side of Langney School, so none
of the events are more Than a couple
of minutes walk away froem anywhere.
We hope that plenty of you wili take
the opportunity to try more than one
dance, and maybe even dll four in the

evening.

Your festival season ticket covers all
workshops and dances, including the
evening dances at Langney Community
Centre. If any event looks like getting
too crowded for comfortable dancing
(Monday afternoon aside) then we will
control numbers, but otherwise you
are free to visit any or every event.
Festival tickets are limited by the
numbers we can comfortably handle
across the spread of four dances each
evening, so if you find one room too
crowded, then there will be space in

another, we promise.

And finally, frem all the committee,
have a very happy weekend of good
music and dance in pleasant company.
If there is anything we can do to make
the experience even better, then just

ask.

And don't forget to leave a stamped,
addressed envelope at reception for

detdils of next year's festival, from

Friday May 1 until Monday May 4,
1998. See you there!
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The alphabetical review starts with
Alterations, who helpfully provided The

following:

A four piece band this year

Lots of sirings plus box

Traditional Tunes preferred
Especially English ones,

Reels from Canada

And the USA.

Tunes for country dances & contras
Improvised not arranged

Orce through and

Nobocy knows what happens next.

See you over the weekend!

Linda Moon
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Alterations are regular visitors to
Eastbourne and always welcome. In
+heir 1997 incarnation they are Alison
Ellacott on accordion and sharing
keyboard duties with Judith Cooper
who is otherwise occupied on fiddle,
as is Jane Lloyd; Meg Winters adds

to the string sound on guitar.

Although they have divided their
workshop for advanced musicicns in
+wo, both parts are about playing for
American contra dances. “Twiddly
diddly” gives you a chance o get your
fingers around some of the notey
funes thar At contras so beautifully
and sound, well, twiddly diddly. It don't
mean ¢ thing if it ain't got that swing”

is probably self-explanatory.

Musicians who want to can put the
theory inte practice by joining
Alterations at Langney fo play for a
workshop on New England dances

with Joe Hodgson on Monday morning.

This is Andrew Shaw's second year
in a row at Eastbourne, and as the
usual rule is Two and out, erjoy him
while you can. Hailing from
Manchester, his workshops tend
towards the elegant in dance. This
year, e offers a selection from 24

New Country Dances for the Year

1710, Compos'd by Mr. Kynaston™ and
published by John Walsh, the name
by which the dances are usually known.

“Dutch Comfort” is a selection of
dances from Pat Shaw's "New Wine
in Old Bottles”, to include one five-
star dance (officially described as
“Thank God if's no worse’). "Fried's
back” is another selection from the
many compositions of Fried de Metz
Herman, who will shortly be in the UK
on another tour. Finally Andrew offers
us some dances to the music from

_John Gay's The Beggar's Opera.

On Saturday night Andrew is
presenting a very special dance in the
main hall. Called “An Eighteenth

Century Assembly: in the footsteps
of Elizabeth and Darcy’ it is an evening
of dances published during Jane
Austen's lifetime (1775 - 1817).

Bill and Barbara Kinsman have both
been folk dancing since about 1950
as youngsters, and Bill has been
Morris dancing with Jockey since
1952, They became involved in display
dancing at the Birmingham Folk
Festivals and continued with Conira,
appearing around the UK and severdl
‘estivals overseas. Barbara took over
the Birmingham Playford Group nearty
thirty years ago, and both are regular

treachers at festivals and weekend

i T
Main hall - a bit of everything, Gym - International, with
with Andrew and The Rampions Helen and Cloudburst
221 3 e Odds & Clogs &820...... Sundsvalls Folkdansgille
(= @ SR = i L T — Interval D20 - D40 .. Interval
1000..... Kettle Bridge Clogs [=71¥ 9 E— Gabhru Punjab De
Langney - Playford, with Community Centre - American,
Barbara and Wild Thyme with Joe and Alterations
(= O] | I SO e Kevin DO v Gabhru Punjab De
215 - 935 Interval D BE = DO . i heirsice Interval
10:20.... Sundsvalls Folkdansgille NE2O % s isinisosietistanismin Jane
Saturday night dances have the same interval fimes, but no display spots.

L _J
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courses. Their programmes Tend o
rerge from lively American fo the

mere elegant Playford style.

\We are orly letting them call together
once, ar a Fridey night welcome dance.
Afrer that, They are certainly earning
their keep. Bil's workshops include
“Reels, Heys and Figures of Eignt’, a
selection of country dances featuring
+he various forms of the figure. "Celtic
Fringe will be mainly Welsh end Mar,
with maybe the odd Cornish or

Hebridean dance thrown in.

“Dances From the Villages™ is a
selection of good old fashioned
fraditional couniry darces. Bill is also
running ¢ longsword workshop:
+radition not yet decided, but certainly

from the norih of England.

Frans Tromp and Elsche Korf

pes
At

A
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Barbara's contribution includes “A
Feast of Maggots’, dances with either
Maggot in the Title or from the 1220s
collection Maggot Fie. In "Back to Cecll
Sharp’ we Turn back 7o the four books
researched by Sharp from Flayford's
The English Dancing Master and
publishea in the early years of tris
century.

Tom Cook the elegenT cancing master
from +he Wirral has researched
extensively as well as composing
darces ir the eighteerth cenfLry style,
and Barbara's workshop will explere

both. Finally, she offers a selecrion

from Ken Shefields sever cooks of

dances "From Two Barns”.

Bob Archer trougnt he was coming
to Eastoourne To play for Odds &
Clogs but fhe festival organisers
never like to leave our participants
with any free time if they can help if,
and having Bob around seemed too
good an opporfunity to miss. So, he
has been pressed into service to run
rnot only a Friday night dance but also

a couple of workshops.

Bob puts the emphasis on work in his
workshop on “Dancing with the music”.
He will be exploring the relationship
between music and dance, and finding
out why some funes work for some
dances burt not for others: no musical

experience - other than a wilingness

to listen - required. "Difficult dances,
strange formations™ says it dll really:
a chance to try out some of the more
unusual and tricky dances around.

Considering the length of fime that
they have been in existence, the Boys
of Oakhill have nad an astonishingly
stable line-up, with only one major
change in personnel since its formation
at and around Shrewsbury Folk Club
in1972. Their only concern now is how
long they can go on calling themselves

“boys’l

Jo Dunn on accerdion attempts to
keep confrol of Graham Higson
(guitar), Ami Heywood (banjo and
fiddle) and Kevin Mercer (fiddle and

¥

Cloudburst

i

mandolin). As well as being worked
very hard in dances and dance
workshops, they are also running a
discussion workshop on the practical
aspects of PA for country dance
bands, looking at the selection of
amplifiers and speakers, the pros and
cons of pickups versus microphones,
electronic aids, foldback and all the
other things that have to be sorted
before you can start to play. Come
dlong and pick the brains of a band

who have been doing it a long time.

Some dance crazes come and go (can
anyone, even now, do the Macarena?).
some come and stay. |t certainly

seems that there is litfle waning in the

popularity for line dancing, and so we




have added it to the programme.
Cheryl Poulter, one of the best local
teachers will be running a double

session on Sunday. Do not worry if

you have never tried it before: you will

very quickly ind the style and fun of it.

Dampier’s Round

Crne of Cheryl's friumphs is the display
group Cherokee Country, which -
between this programme going fo
press and the festival - will have
competed in the national semi-finals
of the PBritish Line Dancing
Championships. Based down the road
in Saltdean, they are joining us for the
public everts and the Saturday night
concert.

4

Cloudburst is very much a regular at
the festival, A very flexible band, they
provide much of the live music for our
international dances and workshops.
More of a emdll orchestra than a band,
this year they are Hazel Glass,
Wendy Harrup and Keren Ackroyd
all on fiddles: Karen also plays
woodwird, as does Naomi Beaufort;
Jill Bransby on guitar., Dave
Rutherford on percussiori and Elinor
Compton on bass; all urder the
leadership of Martin Butler on

accordion.

They dlso offer two workshops for
musicians keen fo learn more about
playing for infernational dancing. The
slot before lunch on Monday also sees
our now-traditional and very popular

international song session.

The last fime that Alterations visited
Eastbourne we got into trouble for
describing Ali Ellacott in the
programme as Mirs. Colin Messer. So:
here primarily in his role as part-time
baby-sitter, Colin Messer, better
known as Mr. Ali Ellacott, is taking
time out fo run a couple of workshops
for us, on the dances of Ted Senella
and Pat Shaw.

Colin is also a stalwart of
Westminster Morris, one of the
country's finest traditional sides, so

he was the natural choice fto run @

Morris sampler workshop on Monday
merning. He says he will be locking at
the Longborough ftfradition in
Westminster style.

Dampier’s Round made its first
appearance at Eastbourne. they
recall, around nine years ago when
Moira and Peter volunteered to stand
in for Bill Kinsman's record player.
Although they play very fine music,
their chief distinction in many people’s
minds is that, although a duo, they tend
to play three instruments at once. You

have 1o see it.

According to Moira and Peter, they
“enjoy playing most types of music. To

prove if, we are running a workshop

on Colin Hume tunes while he is out of
the country. Colin told us to say that

when we asked him.”

Regular visitors to Eastbourne,
although not for a few years, are
Elsche Korf and Frans Tromp from
the Netherlands. Elsche has been
teaching folk dance for almost 25
years now: Frans is her regular

musician, on melodeon and accordion.

Although Elsche is an expert on
dances from all over the Continent,
not unreasonably we have asked her
to concentrate on her native Holland.
Frans, too. has a specidlist workshop,
entitled How to learn fo play for

dancing.

a h
AANGNEY AND COMMURITY CENTRE
To walk to Langney, go out of the To walk to the Community
main entrance of Bishop Bell Centre, go first to Langney. Go
School: you will see a gate towards into the school yard and follow the
the right. Go through the gate and signs around the building, but
turn lefr. Follow the road (Keymer rather than go inside, Turn away
Close) around to the right. Turn from the entrance. You will see
lefr at Marsden Road, then first another set of gates: go out
left again (Redford Close) into through these and walk along
Langney School. Follow the arrows Chailey Close. Facing you will be a
around the building to the main parade of shops: the Community
entrance. Centre is at the far left end as
you look at it.
e =

=]
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PROCRAMME ©F WORKSHOPS fillD DANCES
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10:00 - 20 n4s - 105 215,225 400 - 520
S Main hall | Walsh /0 Reels, heys onc igures o eignt A feast of maggots New EnglonZ cances
Andrew ond Dampier’s Round Bill crd Dampier’s Round Barbara ord Alterations Joe ard Alterations
ﬂ Langney | Running set CDrMis Joe ard The Rampions Darcing wn’\m +he music Durcn comfort
'l' Hugh orc The Rampions : \Bob ord Boys of Oakhill Andrew ard Boys of Oakhill
“ Gym | Bhonrgra Gabhru Punjab De | Duich Elsche israeli J Judy | inrernationcl Helen ord frerds
D Room 9 § Sclsa Linda §| Tec Senellc Colin and Wild Thyme Par Shaw Colin crd Wild Thyme || American rovelties Jill £ Cloudburst
D Room 10 | Clog (beginners) Odds & Clogs | Clog (improvers) Odds & Clogs Cerc Frrge Bill ard Green Willow || Saisa Linda
Canteen | Meer the Teom Sundsvalls Rengissance cance Farandole || Renassance corce Farandole
ﬁ Room I5 | Misic Fom Two Bams Wild Thyme | American music Green Willow nrernctionc! music Jill & Cloudburst | Beginners musc Green Willow
T Room 17
Main hall | Bozk to Cecil Sharp Contras rom 1760 on Friec's back DiFicuir cdances, strange “ormotions
Barbara crd Boys of Oakhill Joe ard Boys of Oakhill Andrew crd The Rampions Bob crd The Rampions
S Langney | Running set The Begger's Opera Oic favourites Tom Cook
U Hugh ord Wild Thyme Andrew ard Wild Thyme Joe crd Dampier’s Round Barbara ord Dampier’s Round
n Gym | 'srcei Judy | Swecish  Sundsvalls Folkdansgille Dutch Elsche || Bhangro Gabhru Punjab De
D Room 9 [ Scortish  Linda ord Green Willow | Scotrish  Linda ord Green Willow Rengissance conce Farandole || Lodies rirua!  Kettle Bridge Clogs
ﬂ Room 10 | Clog !’;:»e_g?rr]ge;s) Odds & Clogs | Clog (improvers) Odds & Clogs A\gpalachia"‘ Kevin & Boys of Oakhill | Longsworc Bill are Green Willow
Canteen | Meet the tfeom Gabhru Punjab De Line dancin§ Cheryl | Line concing Cheryl
Y Room 15 | Twiddly ciccly Alterations | it don'r meon o thing..  Alterations Beginners'iuskc Green Willow | PA for bancs Boys of Oakhill
Room 17 || Pleying “or dancing Frans || Playing for cancing Frans Internarioniée music Jill & Cloudburst
Main hall | Dances from the vilages From Two Barns
m Bill ard Wild Thyme Barbara ard Wild Thyme
Langney § Running set New Englond donces (ﬁmeﬂ.L Tfﬂ Dﬂﬂ(f
© Hugh and Dampier's Round Joe ard Alterations with the weekend's musicians and caliers
i Gym | Swedish  Sundsvalls Folkdansgille | Isrceii Judy e s Hall, 215 =400
D Room 9 | Merris Colin oncd Cloudburst | Renaissance dance Farandole (fﬂDfol_[ IﬂTfQﬂﬂonﬂ[ DﬁmT
ﬂ Room 10 | Clog (ceginners) Odds & Clogs | Clog (improvers) Odds & Clogs with workshop reminders,
Y :;:‘:T: :::5: ;e::usi:ttle Bri:ge Clogs N . in the gym from 215 10 3:30
arandole § Colin Hume tunes Dampier’s Round
Room 17 Internaticnal songs Jill & Cloudburst

Main hall

Langney

Gym

Room 9

Room 10
Canteen
Room 5

Room 17

Main hall

Langney

Gym

Room 9

Room 10
Canteen
Room 15

Room 17

WELCOME 1O ¢ASTBOURIEY

Mer hak
720 - 1030
Bill & Barbara arc Boys of Oakhill
Largney Scroo
800 -103C
Bob crd The Rampions
Gym:

720 -1020
Interratiore semper wtr Hugh Wood

SFIURDAY MIGHT DARCES (8.00 - nco)
Mor ro.

18 Century Assemely -

Andrew crd Alterations
Largrey Schec:
Awmericen - Joe erd Boys of Oakhill
Gym:

'nternationc! cestume evening
- Jilt ord Cloudburst

Commur.ty Certre:
Gerera! - Bill ord Dampier’s Round

Corteer: Corcert Srowcase

SUNDAY MGHT DANCES e:00 - noo)
Maer Fa'l:
Generel - Andrew ard The Rampions

Lorgrey Screo
Play‘orc - Barbara ard Wild Thyme

Gym:

ntecnational - Helen erd Cloudburst

Commurty Cerre:
Amercar - Joe ard Alterations
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L
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[
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g — Important note: this plan is
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Festival
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(4] - Ladies roilet
Festival
shop A
Room 2 Room 10
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t+ is perhaps an obvious point but the
dances of the seventeenth cenfury -
as recorded by Mr. Playford - werza
but a development of the darces of
the sixreenth century. That repertoire
is the specidlisation of Farandole, and
we are delighted to welcome them to
Eastbourne to Teach us the likes of
The Nine Muses, Tne Gdlliard, The
Ceontrapasso Nuove, ard Branle de

la Hey.

As well as learning the dances.
musicians will have a chance to work
with Farandole, Teo. It is defnitely not
court music buT popular, raucous and
with lots of improvisation and
embellishment. Farandole, led by Ruth
and Mark Goodmarn, are guaranteed
to give you a lively infroduction 7o The

Renaissance.

And now for something completely
different. Gabhru Punjab De - Youth

of Punjab - brings us Bhangra, the

£
T

rraditioral dance of the Punjab in
northern india. The darce originates
in the farming community, and was
traditionally performed in celebration
of the ripening of the wheat crop and
the coming of the harvest season

known as Vaisakh, The Sikh new year.,

Music comes from the dhol, a larce,
rwo-theaded barrel drum, Tne Tumbi, a
single-stringed plucked instrument, the
chimta, a mertallic percussion
instrument and the aighozey, Two
futes played as a pair by one musician.
Costumes are brightly coloured and

intfricately designed.

They say that 'no other dance can
come anywnere near Bhangra in sneer
force and tempo - it is a dance of
stamina and the Gabhrus take special
delight in performing it.” Do not let that
i o ;
put you oiT, thougn: The tfeam promises
to make its workshops fun, You should

not miss the meet the team session

7~

PLEASE WEAR TOUR BADQES!

Once more our season and day tickets are in the form of attractive and
highly collectible badges. Flease put your name on yours, and wear it with
pride! Seriously, our stewards may not know everyone at the fesfival by

sight, so your badge is the only way to get in to any event.

Should The unthinkable happen and you lose or forget your badge, talk very,
very nicely indeed o the people on reception, and be prepared to make a
denation to festival funds for a replacement.




on Saturday merning, either, To find
out much more about the culture that
has brought us this wonderful dance

form.

Green Willow may be a new name
but many of the faces will be familiar.
The band was formed in 1995, when
John Heslop left Cambridge (and the
Cherry Hinton Band and Fen Edge)
+o move down here fo marry Anne
Clark, the fiddler with Sussex
Weavers. They were joined by Anne
Albon, dlse on vidlin, and for this year's
festival they have recruited Alan
Corkett to play piano.

For the session on American music
Green Willow will concentrate on

music for contras, listening first to

American bands to analyse and put
into practice the way they handle the
simple material to produce distinctive
and lively dance music. Green Willow
is also running two workshops for
musicians starting out on the road of
playing for dancing, and will cover the
main objectives of the English country

dance band.

Helen Ezra sits on the festival
commitiee to look after international
dance matters, so it is above and
beyond the call of duty to take on an
afternocon workshop and evening
dance as well. Helen first tasted
international dancing at an evening
class about 12 years age and, like so

many of us, just got hooked.

I
Kettle Bridge Clogs
20

As well as the festival committee,
Helen sits on a number of SIFD bodies,
but still finds time to travel to other
events to learn new dances. For her
workshop Helen intfends teaching
dances she has gathered at the grear
festival in Bilingham over the last

couple of years.

Hugh Stewart ran the runnirg set last
vear, and he was so good at it we
have asked him back agein. Last year
iT was defintely EFDSS-style, so this
year Hugn plans to have a more
American flavour, clthough ne
concedes that there is not much

o
arrerence.

Hugh Stewart

If you have not tried it, then running
set is a tradifional American dance
form which was a precursor o the
square dance. While it is quite brisk,
and can go on for ages, despite ifs

name it does not involve anything

faster than a walk step. As ever, the
running set workshops are cumulative:
cach workshop buillds on what was
achieved in the previous ore, so you
should plan To be at Langrey in plerty

of fime on Saturday morring.

21

Green Willow

Hugh Wood has been a member of
the SIFD for many years, and was
one of the original members of the
Merton Park International Folk
Darcers, formed over 25 years ago.
He has taken part in many dance
demonstrations and run social dances
over the years, and this year will run
our international welcome event on
Friday night. As well as easing you
gently info the weekend and giving you
a chance to say hello to old friends, it
will give you a sample of what to

expect during the festival.



We have dlready noted that we hate
+o see someone doing one job when
they could be doing two. Jane Lloyd
is not just a very fine violinist but a
wonderful step dancer, too. She has
recently helped in the production of
+he latest book by her mother, Joan
Flett, and is probably unique in sTep
dancing to her own violin playing. We
hope to prise her away from her duties
with Alferations fo give a
demonstration or two.

Farandole

Jill Bransby has been “dancing with the
world” for 30 years. She teaches
infernational folk dancing and is well
known for her enthusiasm and energy.

22

As well as being a popular caller she
also plays guitar and banjo with
Cloudburst, and will be leading their
musicians' workshops and the song

session.

On Saturday night Jill will run the
international dance which she
describes as "user friendly” - not aimed
at beginners, but with some caling and
walking through. if you have a costume
with you, this is your chance fo wear
it. Jill also slips in a workshop on
Saturday afternoon called “American
novelties™ fun dances like Salty Dog
Rag. Stepping Out, 12th Street Rag
and Maple Leaf Rag

It has been no secret that we have
been frvying to persuade Joe Hodgson
to come back to Eastbourne for a
very long time, ond are delighted that
we have findlly achieved it. Joe is from
the Midlands and has been calling for
nearly 30 years. He has worked at
most of the major festivals and is best
known for his love of New England
style contras and squares and his

sense of humour.

Recently he has rekindled an interest
in the dances from the CDMs and will
be running a festival workshop on
them, as well a good dose of squares
and contras. We are delighted to
welcome him back after an absence

f flly nine years. He has cclled one
of his worksnops Old Favovrites: Jee

certainly is

Judy Ingram is a festival favourite, and
we welcome her back again in 1997
+o0 handle our programme of lsraeli

dance workshops

Kettle Bridge Clogs are based in
Maidstone, taking their name from an
arcient wooden bridge which crosses
the Medway at Barming. The group
specialises in dancing the Morris of
the north-west of England, where it

£ -+, c
was customary tor feams ot women

o

SHE S

the speeches being greatly erlivened

to the new Mr & Mrs. Wright.

\.

If you were with us at the final tea dance last year, you will certainly remember

The blessing was followed by a splendid reception with dancing. some very

fine singing. goed food, good dle and good company. Our very best wishes

_1

D 1t

when chief steward Richard Wright
proposed fo committee secretary
Judy Garner as was. Only about
four people in the world knew it
was going to happen, and Judy
most certainly was not one of

Them!

Judy maintained a discreet silence
about her feelings at the fime, but
vou will all be pleased to hear that
she did say yes, and Judy and
Richard were married in the snow
on 4 January this year. The
picture shows Father Simon
Everson, Chaplain of
Hurstpierpoint College (where
both Judy and Richard now work)
blessing the unien in St. Cosmas
& St. Damian, Keymer.,




and girls to dance in procession
through the street wearing their usual
footwear - clogs.

KetHe Bridge's repertoire is drawn
from Lancashire and Cheshire, and
you have the chance to learn some of
+this wonderful material, and particularly
their interpretation of Keswick. a
derivative of the Maudsley dance.
While clogs certainly help you should
not miss their workshops for lack of
the right footwear. K you have never
danced north-west Morris you should
certainly try it.

If this year's festival has a theme it is
undoubtedly multi-tasking performers
When we read the list of musicians in
Boys of Oakhill we did a double-take
at the name Kevin Mercer. Could
there be two Kevin Mercers, or is
the violinist also the exceptionally

talented Appdlachian step dancer?

Jill Bransby

Yes it is the same Kevin Mercer, and
we certainly were not going to let the
chance pass us by. So we have
persuaded him to put on his dancing
shoes on Sunday night, and also to
run one Appalachian workshop that

aftrernoon.

Barbara & Bill Kinsman

Each year we invite back Linda Moon
because there are not many teachers
who communicate so vividly their sheer
love of dance. What you may not
redlise is that, in the real world, Linda's
job takes her around the world - and
certainly away from her home in
Buxton - for much of the time. The
result is that all programme planning
is done with her answering machine,
and the following is the text of a letter
with the return address Heathrow

Terminal 3:

“Linda is embarrassed about leacing
Scotrish dance workshops because
she is not an expert but - together
with Appalachian - it is her favourite
dance style. She feels it is a shame
that many English/American/

International dancers do not dare to

try Scottish because it has - mainly
in other dance circles - a rather off-
putting image. Linda wants fo give
dancers who dor't normadlly ‘dare’ fo
try Scoftish the opportunity to
discover what an exhilarating style it

is.”

1 A

JUDY'S MR. WRICHT

A dance composed for Judy and Richard Wright by Jan & Dick Hobbs,
and first danced at their wedding reception on 4 January 1297

Formation: four couple longways, with second and fourth couples
improper. Dance four times through to gef back to originadl places.

Music: any 32 bar American style reel

Al Second couple lead up and third couple lead down while ones and fours
cast around them into double figures of eight at each end. Second and
+hird ladies cross lefr shoulders in the centre of the set and clap, then

the second and third men cross right shoulders and clap, leading into...

A2: Double figures of eight af the other ends. Cross and clap as before so-

all end back in original positions.

B1: Alljoin hands and open out info a circle. Men go in and, without dropping
any hands, turn about 45° clockwise. All raise arms and men back out,
ducking under both arches into the progressed position. With arms

=1l knotted, balance the circle in and out.

B2: Drop hands and grand chain until all the ladies are back in their original

positions and men are progressed 2413,

When Richard proposed o Judy he improvised a ring by making a Turk's
Head out of a length of electrical wire. The knot in Bl - based on a figure

by Bill Litchman of Albuguerque - is a tribute to that moment.

- J
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Linda also always brings us something
exotic. and this year she has turned
her dance appetite to Salsa. This is a
Latin American couple dance style,
fast taking over from Cajun in
popularity in Britain. Try the steamy

sensation in Eastbourne.

Colin Messer

Odds & Clogs have a unigue way of
presenting dance. Ray and Dawn
Dawson have been dancing together
for 13 years now, and are known for
presenting traditional clog dancing
steps in a novel and entertaining way,
often involving elements of comedy,
drama and even pantomime - taking
tradition one step further, they call it.

The partnership commenced when
Dawn, a fresh-faced student at
Nottingham University, joined the folk
dance society and was offered some
private clog lessons by the teacher -
Ray - as he felt this young dancer
merited a little attention. The private
lessons were a success...and the clog

dancing improved too!

Although Ray and Dawn have strictly
speaking retired to concentrate on
Matthew (5) and Alex (2), we have
persuaded them to come back fo
Eastbourne, along with Bob Archer
and Rachel Taylor as musicians. They
will be running workshops for both

beginners and improvers each day.

Hugh Wood

Gill and Martin Howell and their bard
The Rampions are rthe local
musicians, and staunch long-term
supporters of the festival. Gill, a keen
horticulturist, also provides the bower
and foral decorations for the May

Queen ceremony.

Travelling to us direct from the recion
of Medelpad in the centre of Swedan
is Sundsvalls Folkdansgille, and we
are delighted they have made the long
journey just to be with us for our
festival. Their meet the team session
is first thing on Satrurday morning so
Theat we waste no Time in finding out

about Their music, dance and costume,

There are probably very few countries
which have such varied “‘music didlects”
as Sweden - the same song may vary
between two vilages rno more fthan
1Okm apart. Medelpad is a province
where folk music and inherited rustic
culture has been preserved and
passed on through the generations.
Sundsvalls Folkdansgille is highly
respected, having taken part in
festivals from Russia To Puerto Rico
in recent years, and we are certain
to enjoy their confribution To

Eastbourne.

Last but certainly not least, it would
not be an Eastbourne festival without
Wild Thyme. Keeping up the tradition
are John, Ehvyn, Julia, Shane and Tina,
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and we cre guaranteed good music
and good humour. They also offer the
chance for other musicians Tc work
with Them, in a workshop on some of
the music from the “From Two Barns’

collection.

Helen Ezra



qOUR VIEWS CUNT

¥ you were with us last year, you may
remember that we asked you to fil
out a guestionnaire. We run fthese
surveys every few years, because we
want to make sure we redlly are
providing what people want from the

festival.

For those many of you who did take
the fime *o fll in +he form, many thanks
indeed. Be assured that the
committee read every single one, and

every comment has been noted.

That is not To say that we can act on
every one. There were some
crificisms of our principal verue, Bishop
Bell School. While we agree it is far
from perfect - more large rooms would
-—be wonderful - it is the best that is
available in the area, taking into
account all of our requirements. The
authorities at Bishop Bell School are
extraordinarily supportive of the
festival, and without their help it would
be a very much less smooth-running

event.

Neither is it really practical for us to
expand into many more venues. Apart
from the attraction of keeping
everything close (and it is all within
walking distance this year), more
venues demand more staffing:

stewards to open up, supervise and
check affer the event. Absolutely
everyone who works for the festival
does it for the love of it, and unless
you know of a source of many more
veolunteer stewards, we simply do not

have the resources for more locations.

On the other hand, overcrowding is a
worry for many of you. That is not
surprising: there is no poinf in our
putting on an excellent programme of
dances and workshops if it is too
crowded for you fo get maximum
enjoyment. Last year we took the
difficutt decision to limit numbers, which
led to people being turned away, even
at the door. That is not easy: we hated
disappointing people. For 1997, we
have tightened the limits even more,

which we hope will help.

Most of the statistics we glean from
the survey are to help us plan the
balance of events for future festivals.
However, we could not resist asking
you what you think of the festival, and
either you are very polite or we are

getting it pretty close fo right.

Asked to rate the festival overall,
399% said it was good and a further
549 said excellent. 31% thought
Eastbourne was good value for money,

another ©2% thoughr it excellent. Arc
the most rewarding statistic of all is
that you keep coming back: for 42%
of the respondents last year it was

their fifth or more visit To the festival.

Once again, our grateful thanks go to
all who responded last year. If your
suggestions have not been
immediately acted upon, they have at
least been actively considered, and
every single response helps us plan a

better Eastbourne festival.

We are not running a formal survey
this year - you come here to dance,

not +o fill in forms. That said, we still

want to krnow what you think about
our festival. In particular, if this is your
first tirme at Eastbourne, how did you
hear cbout the festival? What made

you choose to come?

There is a suggestions box in
reception at Bishop Bell, and we are
open to your ideas on everything from
callers and bands for the future to a

solution to the lunch gueue.

But above dll, if you have semething
you want to get off your chest -
comment, complaint or suggestior -
don't bottle it up: tell a committee

memberl

BUCKMAN & HAYWARD LTD.

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
FOR

REWIRING, EXTRA POINTS
& ELECTRICAL SURVEYS

FREE ESTIMATES
GUARANTEED WORK

145a ASHFORD ROAD, EASTBOURNE
EAST SUSSEX BN21 3UA

Telephone 01323 642815
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GOCAL GROUPS

Teams from East Sussex taking part
in the town cenfre events, the May
Qlueen ceremony and our informal

concert showcase include:

Daisy Roots, a ladies' morris side from
Hastings, adding their own very
energetfic style to fraditional dances.

Hawkes Farm County Primary
School in Hailsham has a long-
established folk dance club with
children as young as 8. As well as
the country dances they will be
performing for the public, they also

learn morris, rapper and long sword.

Long Man Morris is the Eastbourne
morris side, taking its name from the
chalk figure above Wilmington a mile
or two outside the town. As well as
dancing its members provide much of
the organisation and stewarding for
our public everts, for which the festival
is extremely grateful.

Old Star performs a mixture of Welsh
Border dances (involving much
shouting and clashing of sticks) and
Lancashire long sword dances. As
with Long Man, their enthusiasm has
attracted many new young converts
fo dancing.

Ragged Rapper was originally formed
as part of Eastbourne Folk Dance
Club about six years ago, to specialise
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in the rapper. the fast and furious
dance from the north-east using

flexible metal blades.

The Sabotiers was formed twelve
years ago as an offshoot of the Bexhil
Folk Dance Group. It specidlises in
choreographed presentations of

traditional English step dancing.

Shinewater County Primary School
in Langney performs for us the
maypole dance, although they have a
widely recognised reputation for a
whole range of dance styles, from

tribal African to rock musicals.

Tapsall Catch is a traditional song
group from Easibourne, and will once
again be singing at the informal concert
on Saturday night.

ACKNOWLEDQEMENTS

The festival could not take place
without the assistance and efforts of

a large number of people, including:

. the committee, the performer
hosts and all the volunteer
helpers in catering, the shop and

stewarding

. Eastbourne Borough Council for

its financial support

. Buckman & Hayward Limited for
loaning one of their vehicles for
transporting equipment

- the management of The
Terminus, which provides power
for amplification for the fown

centre events

Eastbourne Community
Transport for minibuses

+ Long Man Morris and the local
display groups for entfertaining
the public

.

Bishop Bell and Langney Schools
for their continued help and
active support of the festival:
without these venues we could

rnot continue.

The Eastbourne International Folk
Festival always needs more stewards:
if vou feel you could help maintain this
great tradition, please tak fo chief
steward Richard Wright.

ARY THATKS

Last year some of you sponsored
Luke and Paprika the llamas on their
sponsored walk in aid of research into
leukaemia. Despite particularly
unpleasant weather they thoroughly
enjoyed their walk around the Surrey.
Downs in the company of ofher like-
minded llamas. Luke and Paprika dlso
took their friends Jan and Dick Hobbs
dlong for the walk, even though they
did litte but complain.

This event was just one part of the
fund-raising activities of Michael
Bassett, himself both a leukaemia
suffered and a llama owner. During the
course of 19296 Michael and his
animals raised well over £20,000

for charity.

GHE 25RD ERSTHOURIIE
TERNATIONAL LK ESTIVAL

_.will take place from Friday 1 May to Monday 4 May 1228,

The committee has already started work on next year's

programme, and we hope you will all be back fo erjoy it.

See you then!
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NEWSLETTER No. 15

May 1997

Rainmakers is a club that exists to enjoy folkdancing from all over the world.
We meet most Fridays in St. Michael's Church Hall, Letchworth, Hertfordshire, at 20.00

hrs. Beginners are welcomel!

For further information contact: Mark (Chairman) 01462 454210

Tues. 17" June 20.00 —22.00hrs
Tues. 1% July 20.00 — 22.00hrs
Tues. 15™ July 20.00 — 22.00hrs
Fri. 27" June 20.00 —22.00hrs
Fri. 257 July 20.00 - 23.00hrs
August 1930 - 22.00hrs

Sun. 7" Sept.

Sat, 13" Sept.

Sat. 20" Sept.

Sat. 18" Oct.

Sun. 7 Dec.19.00 - 22.00hrs
Fri. 12 Dec. 20.00 — 23.00hrs

or Curle (Sec.) 01462 490071

FUTURE EVENTS

Workshop at Ickleford village hall A/f members welcome

Workshop with Fiona Howarth
End of Term Party — please bring food or drink!
5 Volunteers for Garden evenings wanted

Display at Standalone farm for the Hospice

Display at Pirton Old Peoples Home

Display, etc. at Helen’s Birthday party
Anniversary Dance

We are Hosts at SIFD Dance

Christmas Party with music by Jacobs Ladder
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